
Äâàäöÿòü ï’ÿòü ðîê³â òîìó, ðàíî âðàíö³ ó ñóáîòó,
26 êâ³òíÿ 1986 ðîêó, æèòåë³ ì³ñòà Ïðèï’ÿòü - âåëèêîãî
ì³ñòa òà àäì³í³ñòðàòèâíîãî öåíòðó ðîçòàøîâàíîãî íà
ð³÷ö³ ç òèì ñàìèì ³ìåíåì, îäíå ç áàãàòüîõ ïðèòîê
âåðõíüîãî ïîáåðåææÿ ìîãóòíüîãî Äí³ïðà, íà ï³âí³÷ â³ä
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ñòîëèö³ - Êè¿â, ïðîáóäèëèñü â³ä ñíó ïîä³ºþ,
ÿêà çì³íèòü ¿õíº æèòòÿ íàçàâæäè. Âèíèêëà âåëèêî-
ìàñøòàáíà ç ãëîáàëüíèìè íàñë³äêàìè àâàð³ÿ, ðóéí³âíà
ñèëà ÿêî¿ ïåðåéøëà êîðäîíè íå ëèøå ì³ñòà, àëå é
Óêðà¿íè, ùî íàâ³òü ñüîãîäí³, ¿¿ ìîæíà â³ä÷óòè.

Ð³âíî î 1:23 ðàíêó çà ì³ñöåâèì ÷àñîì â³äáóâñÿ
âåëè÷åçíèé âèáóõ ðåàêòîðà ¹4  ×îðíîáèëüñüêî¿
Àòîìíî¿ Åëåêòðîñòðàíö³¿, â³ä ÷îãî òð³ñíóëè  ñò³íè òà
âèéøîâ òîêñè÷íèé øëåéô ðàä³îàêòèâíèõ ðå÷îâèí, ùî
ó 400 ðàç á³ëüøå í³æ ï³ä ÷àñ àòîìíî¿ áîìáè íà
Ãåðàñèìó, âèñîêî â í³÷íå íåáî. Õî÷à ðàäÿíñüêà âëàäà
ñïî÷àòêó íàìàãàëàñÿ çìåíøèòè çàãðîçó àòîìíî¿ àâàð³¿
³ íàâ³òü çàïåðå÷óâàëà ¿¿ âèíèêíåííÿ, àëå âåëèêî-
ìàñøòàáíå ëèõî øâèäêî äàëîñÿ ïðî ñåáå çíàòè ö³ëîìó
ñâ³òîâ³, ÿê òîêñè÷íà õìàðà ùî ïåðåéøëà ç Óêðà¿íè äî
Ðîñ³¿, Á³ëîðóñ³¿ ³ íàâ³òü äî Ñêàíäèíàâ³¿ òà Çàõ³äíî¿ ªâðîïè.

Åêîíîì³÷í³, ïðèðîäí³, òà ëþäñüê³ âòðàòè â³ä
àòîìíî¿ àâàð³¿ ö³º¿ íî÷³ ó ×îðíîáèë³ ñïðàâä³ áóëè
ïðèãîëîìøåí³. Áàãàòî ëþäåé, ÿê³ æèëè ó îêîëèö³ åëåê-
òðîñòàíö³¿ çàãèíóëè çðàçó â³ä öüîãî âèáóõó. Íàáàãàòî
á³ëüøå çàãèíóëè â³ä õâîð³á ñïðè÷èíåí³ ðàä³àö³ºþ. ²íø³
çàõâîð³ëè íà ðàê òà ð³çí³ çàõâîðþâàííÿ â³ä íàäì³ðíî¿
ðàä³àö³¿. Îñîáëèâî ïîòåðï³ëè ä³òè. Çà îö³íêàìè 25 ðîê³â
ï³ñëÿ êàòàñòðîôè, á³ëüøå 4000 ä³òåé â Óêðà¿í³, Á³ëîðóñ³¿
òà Ðîñ³¿ çàõâîð³ëè íà ðàê ùèòîâèäíî¿ çàëîçè. ¯õíÿ
÷èñåëüí³ñòü ùå é äîñ³ çðîñòàº.

Âèáóõ òà ðàä³îàêòèâíå çàáðóäíåííÿ ñïðè÷è-
íèëî äî åâàêóàö³¿ òà ïåðåñåëåííÿ 350 000 ëþäåé, ÿê³
æèëè ó ×îðíîáèë³ òà ó ùå 90 íàâêîëèøí³õ íàñåëåíèõ
ïóíêò³â. ×îðíîáèëüñüêà çîíà â³ä÷óæåííÿ - ïëîùà, ä³àìåòð
ÿêî¿ ñòàíîâèòü ìàéæå 40 ìèëü íàâêîëî ðîç³ðâàíî¿
åëåêòðîñòàíö³¿ - íå º çäàòíà óòðèìóâàòè ëþäñüê³ ïîñå-
ëåííÿ ³ áóäå òàêîþ çàëèøàòèñü ùå áàãàòî ïîêîë³íü

Ïàñòèðñüêå ïîñëàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ òà Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Iºðàðõ³¿ Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàò³â Àìåðèêè òà Êàíàäè
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÷åðåç ðàä³îíóêë³äè, ÿê³ îòðàâèëè, êîëèñü áàãàòó òà
ðîäþ÷ó çåìëþ.

Ïðîéøëà ÷âåðòü ñòîë³òòÿ, à êàòàñòðîôà ó ×îðíî-
áèë³ çàëèøàºòüñÿ íàéá³ëüøîþ òà íàéá³ëüø ðóéí³âíîþ
àòîìíîþ àâàð³ºþ ó ³ñòîð³¿, òà ïðàâäèâî íàçâàíà ÿê
òåõíîëîã³÷íà êàòàñòðîôà 20-ãî ñòîë³òòÿ.

Çãàäóþ÷è òà ðîçäóìóþ÷è íàä öèìè ñóìíèìè
ôàêòàìè ó äåíü äâàäöÿòèï’ÿòèë³òòÿ ×îðíîáèëüñüêî¿
Êàòàñòðîôè, ìè ìîæåìî ëèø ï³äíÿòè íàø³ ñåðöÿ ó
ìîëèòâ³ äî Âñåìîãóòíüîãî Áîãà ³ ïðîñèòè çà ïðîäîâæåííÿ
Éîãî áëàãîäàò³ òà ìèëîñò³ êîëè çãàäóºìî òèõ, ÿê³
ïîòåðï³ëè íåâèìîâíó á³ëü òà âòðàòó.

Ó öþ ñóìíó ð³÷íèöþ, íàéïåðøå õî÷åìî çãàäàòè
áàãàòî íåâèííèõ ÷îëîâ³ê³â, æ³íîê òà ä³òåé, ÿê³ çàãèíóëè
ó ö³é êàòàñòðîô³ ³ ìè ìîëèìîñü çà óïîêîé ¿õí³õ äóø.
Îñîáëèâî ìè çãàäóºìî õîðîáðèõ òà ñàìîâ³ääàíèõ
ïîæåæíèê³â, ÿê³ ï³ñëÿ âèáóõó ãàñèëè ïîëóì’ÿ òà áóäóâàëè
³ êëàëè ñàðêîôàã íà çðóéíîâàíèé ðåàêòîð, çíàþ÷è ³
ñì³ëèâî éäó÷è íà âåëèêó íåáåçïåêó ³ íà ìîæëèâó ñìåðòü.
Ñàìå ïðî öèõ ëþäåé Õðèñòîñ êðàñíîìîâíî ãîâîðèòü
êîëè ïðîïîâ³äóâàâ: “Í³õòî á³ëüøî¿ ëþáîâ³ íå ìàº íàä
òó, ÿê õòî ñâîþ äóøó ïîêëàâ áè çà äðóç³â ñâî¿õ” (²í.
15:13) Ìè ìîëèìîñÿ, ùîá Áîã äàðóâàâ ¿ì â³÷íèé ñïîê³é
ó ì³ñò³ â³÷íîãî ñâ³òëà, äå íåìàº í³ áîë³, í³ ñìóòêó, í³
ç³òõàííÿ.

Ìè òàêîæ çãàäóºìî òà ìîëèìîñÿ çà òèõ, ÷èº
çäîðîâ’ÿ áåçïîâîðîòíî ïîøêîäèëîñÿ çàâäÿêè ðàä³àö³¿,
ùî âèéøëà ó öåé äåíü, ³ çà òèõ ÿê³ çàõâîð³ëè ³
ïðîäîâæóþòü æèòè ç õâîðîáîþ äî ñüîãîäí³øíüîãî äíÿ,
³ çà ¿õí³ ñ³ì’¿, ³ çà òèõ, ÷èº æèòòÿ áóëî ñêîðî÷åíå ïåðåä-
÷àñíîþ ñìåðòþ. Ìè îñîáëèâî çãàäóºìî ä³òåé, êîòð³
íàðîäèëèñÿ ï³ñëÿ êàòàñòðîôè, ÿê³ ñüîãîäí³ ìó÷àòüñÿ
áóäó÷è ô³çè÷íî òà ïñèõ³÷íî õâîðèìè êàë³êàìè ÷åðåç
×îðíîáèëü. Ìè òàêîæ çãàäóºìî ³ ìîëèìîñÿ çà áàãàòî
òèñÿ÷ ëþäåé, ÿê³ áóëè çìóøåí³ ÷åðåç øê³äëèâó
ðàä³àö³éíó õìàðó çàëèøàòè ñâî¿ äîì³âêè âòðà÷àþ÷è çà
ñîáîþ íàçàâæäè âñå, ùî áóëî äëÿ íèõ çíàéîìèì ³
ëþáèìèì: ñåëà, õàòè, ïîëÿ ³ êîëãîñïè, äå âîíè ³



ïîêîë³ííÿ ïåðåä íèìè íàðîäèëèñÿ, æèëè, ïðàöþâàëè ³
âìèðàëè. Õàé Áîã äàðóº âñ³ì õòî ñòðàæäàº Éîãî ìèð,
íàä³þ òà óò³õó.

À îñîáëèâî, ìè çãàäóºìî ³ ìîëèìîñÿ çà íàøó
óëþáëåíó áàòüê³âùèíó Óêðà¿íó: áàãàòó, ùèðó òà ðÿñíó,
àëå ÷àñòî çíåõòóâàíó, ïîãðàáîâàíó òà ñïàïëþæåíó
ñòîë³òòÿìè òèìè, õòî íàä íåþ âîëîä³º.

Ìè ÷èòàºìî ó ïî÷àòêîâèõ ðÿäêàõ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà
ó Êíèç³ Áóòòÿ, ùî ï³ñëÿ ñòâîðåííÿ Àäàìà òà ªâè, Áîã
Îòåöü áëàãîñëîâèâ ¿õ ³ äîðó÷èâ ¿ì çåìëþ ³ âñå, ùî Â³í
ñòâîðèâ íà í³é: “Ïëîä³òüñÿ ³ ðîçìíîæóéòåñÿ, ³ íàïîâíþéòå
çåìëþ, îâîëîä³éòå íåþ ... ³ íàä êîæíèì ïëàçóþ÷èì æèâèì
íà çåìë³” (Áóò. 1:28) “² ïîáà÷èâ Áîã óñå, ùî â÷èíèâ. ² îòî,
- âåëüìè äîáðå âîíî!” (Áóò. 1:31)

ßê íàéâèùå Áîæå òâîð³ííÿ, ñòâîðåíå çà îáðàçîì
òà ïîäîáîþ Éîãî, ëþäèí³ áóëî äàíî âåëèêèé ïðèâ³ëåé,
áóòè ãîñïîäàðåì Áîæîãî òâîð³ííÿ, äîðó÷åíî Íèì âåëèêó
â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòü äáàòè, îáåð³ãàòè òà äîãëÿäàòè çåìëþ ³
âñå, ùî Áîã ââàæàº “âåëüìè äîáðèì” íà âñ³ ïîêîë³ííÿ.
Àëå íà æàëü, ìè çíàºìî, ùî ÷åðåç ãð³õ, ëþäñòâî çíîâó ³
çíîâó ï³ä ÷àñ âñ³º¿ ³ñòîð³¿ íåõòóâàëî îáîâ’ÿçêîì
â³äïîâ³äàëüíîãî ãîñïîäàðÿ ³ çëîâæèâàëî öèì ïðèâ³ëåºì
çàðàäè ïðåñòèæó, ïðèáóòêó òà îñîáèñòî¿ âèãîäè, ÷àñòî
îñêâåðíþþ÷è òà ðóéíóþ÷è Áîæå òâîð³ííÿ ó öüîìó ïðîöåñ³.

² òàê ñòàëîñÿ ó ×îðíîáèë³. Ö³ëèé ñâ³ò ñüîãîäí³
çíàº, ùî àòîìíó êàòàñòðîôó ó ×îðíîáèë³, çã³äíî äîñë³ä³â
Ãðóïè Àòîìíî¿ Áåçïåêè, ìîæíà áóëî çàïîá³ãòè ³ ïðè÷èíîþ
ñòàëà “... íåäîñòà÷à êóëüòóðè áåçïåêè, íå ò³ëüêè íà
×îðíîáèëüñüê³é ñòàíö³¿, àëå ó ö³ëîìó Ðàäÿíñüêîìó Ñîþç³
â ñòðóêòóð³, óïðàâë³íí³ òà êåðóâàëüíèõ îðãàí³çàö³ÿõ...” Âçàãàë³,
öå áóëî ìîðàëüíå áàíêðóòñòâî òà íåëþäÿíà êîìóí³ñòè÷íà
³äåîëîã³ÿ Ðàäÿíñüêîãî Ñîþçó, ³ òèõ, õòî áóëè ¿¿ ðàáàìè,
ñèñòåìà, ùî ïîñòàíîâèëà ï’ÿòèð³÷íèé ïëàí ïåðåä ëþäüìè,
öå º ñïðàâæíÿ ïðè÷èíà àòîìíî¿ êàòàñòðîôè ó ×îðíîáèë³.

Íà â³äñòàí³ ÷åòâåðòèíè ñòîë³òòÿ ìè ìîæåìî áà÷èòè,
íåçâàæàþ÷è íà íåçë³÷åíí³ ñìåðò³ òà ðó¿íè ñïðè÷èíåí³
×îðíîáèëåì, ³ äîáðó ÷àñòèíó íàñë³äê³â. Ç îäíîãî áîêó,
×îðíîáèëüñüêà êàòàñòðîôà âèÿâèëàñü, ñâîãî ðîäó,
ïîõîðîíîì Ðàäÿíñüêîãî Ñîþçó. Âèáóõ ïîòðÿñ íå ò³ëüêè
àòîìíó åëåêòðîñòàíö³þ, àëå ³ îñíîâó áåçáîæíî¿ ñèñòåìè
ÿêà ¿¿ ïîáóäóâàëà. Ñâ³ò ïîáà÷èâ, ÷îãî íå áà÷èâ äî òîãî,
ùî ç ïîâíèì ëóêàâñòâîì òà ÷åðñòâîþ íåïîâàãîþ ñòàâèëîñü
ðàäÿíñüêå êåð³âíèöòâî äî ñâî¿õ ãðîìàäÿí. Òîìó ³ íå äèâíî,

ùî çà äåê³ëüêà ðîê³â ï³ñëÿ ×îðíîáèëÿ ö³ëà Ðàäÿíñüêà ²ìïåð³ÿ
ðîçïàëàñÿ.

Ç äðóãîãî áîêó, çà ò³ ðîêè áàãàòî ëþäåé, - Óêðà¿íö³,
à òàêîæ íå Óêðà¿íö³, ðàçîì ç îðãàí³çàö³ÿìè ç ð³çíèõ êðà¿í
ñâ³òó ºäíàëèñÿ ó ñâî¿õ çóñèëëÿõ äîïîìîãòè æåðòâàì
×îðíîáèëÿ õòî ÷èì ìîæå, îñîáëèâî íåâèííèì ä³òÿì. Öå
ò³ ëþäè, ÿê³ æèâóòü ðåàëüí³ñòþ äå ìè âñ³ ôîðìóºìî îäíå
ò³ëî Õðèñòîâå, ÿê êàæå ñâ. Ïàâëî: “² êîëè òåðïèòü îäèí
÷ëåí, òåðïëÿòü ç íèì óñ³ ÷ëåíè...” (1 Êîð. 12:26) Ìè çãàäóºìî
³ ìîëèìîñÿ çà íèõ òàêîæ, ùîá Áîã íàãîðîäèâ ¿õ çà ¿õí³
äîáð³ ñåðöÿ òà ñïðàâè.

Íà çàâåðøåííÿ, ó ñóìíó 25 ð³÷íèöþ àòîìíî¿
êàòàñòðîôè ó ×îðíîáèë³, ïîìîëèìîñÿ äî Ïðåñâÿòî¿
Áîãîðîäèö³, ï³ä ïîêðîâîì ÿêî¿ çíàõîäèòüñÿ Óêðà¿íñüêà
çåìëÿ. Õàé âîíà ïðèãîðíå íàñ ï³ä ñâ³é Îìîôîð ³ ÷åðåç ¿¿
ñèëüí³ ìîëèòâè, õàé ò³, ùî çàãèíóëè çíàéäóòü â³÷íå
óïîêîºííÿ, à ò³, õòî ñòðàæäàþòü çíàéäóòü äóõîâíå òà
ô³çè÷íå çö³ëåííÿ, ³ íåõàé çåìëÿ Óêðà¿íè â³äíîâèòüñÿ ³
áóäå áëàãîñëîâåííîþ.

Äàíî â êâ³òí³ 2011 ð.

   +Êîíñòàíòèí          
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ

+Þð³é        
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é    
+ªïèñêîï ²ëàð³îí     
+ªïèñêîï Àíäð³é     
+ªïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë      

               
+Ñòåôàí

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ
+Ëàâðåíò³é

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³
+ªïèñêîï Ðè÷àðä
+ªïèñêîï Ñòåôàí
+ªïèñêîï Ïàâëî
+ªïèñêîï Äàâèä
+ªïèñêîï Êåííåò
+ªïèñêîï Áðàÿí
+ªïèñêîï ²âàí
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Twenty-five years ago, in the early morning hours
of Saturday, April 26, 1986, the residents of Prypiat, a
large town and administrative centre located on the river
of the same name, one of the many tributaries along the
upper reaches of the mighty Dnipro north of the Ukrainian
capital, Kyiv, were awakened from their sleep by an event
that would change their lives forever.  This event was of
such immense proportions, that its devastating effects
spread far beyond the limits of the city and even of
Ukraine itself, and indeed, they are still being felt today.

At precisely 1:23 am local time a huge explosion
rocked Reactor No. 4 of the nearby Chornobyl Nuclear
Power Station, splitting its walls and sending a toxic plume
of radioactive fallout, 400 times greater than that emitted
by the atomic bomb in Hiroshima, high into the night sky.
Although the Soviet authorities initially attempted to
minimize the magnitude of the nuclear accident and even
deny its occurrence, the immense scale of the disaster
became quickly evident to the entire world as the toxic
cloud passed from Ukraine into Russia, Belarus and
eventually into Scandinavia and Western Europe.

The economic, environmental and human costs of
the nuclear accident in Chornobyl that night have been
truly staggering.  Many people living in the immediate
vicinity of the power plant were killed outright in the
aftermath of the explosion.  Many more suffered agonizing
deaths due to radiation sickness.  Others were sickened
with cancers and other illnesses directly linked to excessive
exposure to radiation.  Children proved especially vulnerable.
It is estimated that in the 25 years since the catastrophe,
over 4,000 children in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia have
become ill with thyroid cancer.  Their numbers are still
growing.

The explosion and ensuing radioactive conta-
mination also forced the evacuation and eventual
resettlement of 350,000 people living in Chornobyl and in
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90 separate communities in the surrounding area.  The
Chornobyl Exclusion Zone – an area almost 40 miles in
diameter surrounding the crippled power plant – is off
limits to human habitation and will remain so for generations
to come because of radioactive toxins that have poisoned
the once rich and productive soil.

A quarter century on, the catastrophe in
Chornobyl remains the largest and most devastating nuclear
accident in history and has rightly been described as the
technological disaster of the 20th century.

Recalling and reflecting upon these sobering and
saddening facts on the 25th anniversary of the Chornobyl
catastrophe, we can only lift up our hearts in prayer to
the Almighty God and beg for His continued mercy and
compassion as we remember those who suffered
indescribable pain and loss.

We recall firstly, on this solemn anniversary, the
many innocent men, women and children who perished in
this tragedy and we pray for the repose of their souls.
We remember in particular the brave and selfless
firefighters, who, in the hours and days following the
explosion, knowingly and willingly exposed themselves to
mortal danger and almost certain death in order to
extinguish the flames and construct and place the
sarcophagus on the smouldering ruins of the reactor.  Of
such men Christ speaks eloquently when He declares:
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down
one’s life for his friends.” (Jn. 15:13)  We pray that God
grant them eternal rest in a place of everlasting light
where there is no pain, sorrow or mourning.

We also remember and pray for those whose
health was irrevocably damaged by the radiation that
was released that day, those who were taken ill and are
living with sickness to this day, and for their families, and
for those whose lives were cut short by premature death.
We especially remember the children, most of whom



who were born after the catastrophe itself, who suffer
physical and psychological disabilities today because of
Chornobyl.  We also remember and pray for the many
thousands of people who were forced, by the noxious
cloud of radiation, to flee their homes and leave behind
forever, everything that was familiar and loved by them:
the villages, houses, fields and farms where they and
generations before them were born, lived, laboured and
died.  May God grant all who suffer His peace, hope and
consolation.

And, in a special way, we also remember and
pray for our beloved homeland of Ukraine: so rich,
generous and abundant, yet so often neglected, plundered,
and abused over the centuries by the men who ruled
over her.

We read in the opening verses of Holy Scripture
in the Book of Genesis that, after creating Adam and
Eve, God the Father blessed them and entrusted the
earth and everything that He had created on it to them
and their posterity saying: “Be fruitful and multiply; fill
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion... over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”  (Gen. 1:28)  “Then
God saw everything He had made, and indeed it was very
good.” (Gen. 1:31)

As the summit of God’s creation, made in His
image and likeness, mankind was thus given the great
privilege of being stewards of God’s creation, entrusted
by Him with the awesome responsibility of caring for,
preserving and nurturing the earth and all that God had
deemed ‘very good’ for all generations.  Sadly however,
we know that through his sinfulness, mankind time and
time again throughout history has neglected the sacred
duty of responsible stewardship over the earth and has
abused his privileged position in exchange for prestige,
profit and personal gain, often desecrating and destroying
God’s creation in the process.

And so it was in Chornobyl.  The world now
knows that the nuclear accident in Chornobyl, according
to the findings of the Nuclear Safety Advisory Group,
was entirely avoidable and can be attributed to “…a
deficient safety culture, not only at the Chornobyl plant,
but throughout the Soviet design, operating and regulatory
organizations…“ It was the morally bankrupt and
dehumanizing Communist idealogy of the Soviet Union,

and those that were unfortunate slaves to it, the system
that placed the fulfillment of 5-year plans before the
good of the people, that are the true causes of the
nuclear catastrophe in Chornobyl.

From the distance of a quarter century we can
see, despite the incalculable death and destruction caused
by Chornobyl, that some good has come from it as well.
For one, the catastrophe in Chornobyl proved to be, in
some ways, the death knell of the Soviet Union.  The
explosion shook not only the nuclear power station, but
the foundation of the godless system that built it as well.
The world came to realize, perhaps as never before, with
what utter duplicity and callous disregard the Soviet
leadership treated its citizens.  It is no surprise that within
a few years of Chornobyl the entire Soviet Empire had
collapsed in ruins.

In addition, over the years many people, Ukrainians
and non-Ukrainians alike, as well as organizations from
nations the world over have been united in their efforts
to aid the victims of Chornobyl in whatever way they
can, especially the innocent children.  They are people
who live the reality that we all form one Body of Christ,
and that, as St. Paul says: “If one member suffers, all the
members suffer with him…” (1Cor. 12:26)  We remember
and pray for them as well, that God reward them for
their good hearts and kind deeds.

In conclusion, on the solemn 25th anniversary of
the nuclear catastrophe in Chornobyl, let us invoke the
loving protection of the most holy Theotokos, Queen of
Ukraine.  May she shelter us with her Omophor and,
through Her powerful intercession, may those who perished
find eternal repose, may those who suffer find spiritual
and physical healing, and may the land of Ukraine be
renewed and blessed.

Given April, 2011.
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