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25 pokiB Big YopHobunincbkoi KaTacTpodu

[BagusaTh N'ATb POKIB TOMY, paHO BpaHLj y cyboTy,
26 kBITHA 1986 poky, xuTeni MicTa Mpun'aTb - BENMKOro
MICTa Ta aAMIHICTPATVBHOIO LIEHTPY PO3TallOBAaHOro Ha
piYUi 3 TMM CaMMM iMeHeM, ofHe 3 baratbox MpPUTOK
BEPXHbOIO NMObEepPeXKs MOryTHbOro [IHinpa, Ha NiBHIY Bif,
YKpaiHcbKoi cTonuui - Kinis, npobyannics Big CHy Nogieto,
fKa 3MIHUTb TXHE XMUTTA Ha3aBXAuW. BuHWkNa Benvko-
MacliTabHa 3 rnobanbH1MM HacnioKkaMuy aBapisl, pynHiBHa
C/na AKol mepevfia KOPAOHW He Nuwe MicTa, ane ”

PiBHO 0 1:23 paHKy 3a MiCLIeBMM HacoM BiOOyBCs
Benm4esHum BMbyx peaktopa N24  YopHOOWMbCLKOI
ATOMHOI EnekTpocTpaHLii, Bif 4Oro TPICHYAM CTiHM Ta
BMMLLOB TOKCUYHUM LLNENd PagioakTUBHNX PEYOBMWH, LLLO
y 400 pa3 6Gifblwe HiXX nig 4ac aToMHOi GoOMOU Ha
FepacMy, BUCOKO B Hi4YHe HeDo. Xo4a pafsHcbka Bnaga
CNoYaTKy Hamaranacs 3MeHLUMTM 3arpo3y aTOMHOI aBapil
I HaBiTb 3anepevyBana il BUHUKHEHHS, ane BenKO-
MacLUTabHe NMX0 WBNIKO AaNnocs Npo cebe 3HaTK Linomy
CBITOBI, IK TOKCMYHa XMapa Lo nepeunwnia 3 YKpaiHm o
Podil, binopydii i HaBimb o CkaHAMHaBIT Ta 3axigHol €Bponi.

EKOHOMIYHI, NpMPOAHI, Ta NIOACLKI BTpaTV BIg
aTOMHOI aBapii uiei Hodi y YopHobuni cnpasai 6ynu
npuronoMLueHi. barato nogen, ki Xnnm y oKonuLi enek-
TPpOCTaHLIi 3arMHynu 3pasy Bif Lboro BMOyXy. Habarato
Binblue 3ariHyIM Big XBOPIO CnpuynHeHi pagjaieto. IHLWi
3aXBOPINM Ha pPaK Ta Pi3Hi 3aXBOPIOBaHHA Bi HAAMIPHOI
pagiauji. Ocobnmneo noTepniny Aitu. 3a ouiHKamm 25 pokis
nicns kaTactpodu, Oinble 4000 gitent B YkpaiHi, binopydii
Ta Pocii 3axBopinu Ha pak LUTOBUAHOT 3an03u. IxHs
YMCENbHICTb Le 1 J0Ci 3pOCTaE.

B1Oyx Ta papioakTVBHe 3a0pyAHeHHs Cnpuyn-
HWNO [0 eBakyaLil Ta nepecenerHHa 350 000 nogen, ski
Xunu 'y YopHobuni Ta y we 90 HaBKOSMLLHIX HaceneHmx
MYHKTIB. HOpHOOWIbCbKA 30Ha BidYY>KEHHS - NOLLa, JiaMeTp
KOl CTaHOBUTb Mawxke 40 MWUAb HABKOMO PO3ipBaHOI
€NeKTPOCTaHLI - He € 34aTHa YTPMMYBATW JIIOACHKI noce-
neHHs | OByfe Takolo 3anvluaTUCh We 0arato MoKosiHb

Yyepe3 pamdioHyKMigW, fKi OTpaBWAM, Konucb OGaraty Ta
POAI0HY 3eMTIHO.

MNpovilina YBepTb CTONITTA, a kKaTacTpoda y HopHo-
ouvni 3anMWaeTbC HanbINbLLOKW Ta HaMbINbLL PYMHIBHOW
aTOMHOIO aBapielo Yy icTopil, Ta NMpaBAMBO Ha3BaHa fK
TexHofor4Ha Katactpoda 20-ro CToniTT.

3rafyloumn Ta po3aymyloydu Hag ULMMU CyMHUMMN
dakTamy y OeHb OBaausTUR'aTUAITTS YopHOBUIbCHKOI
Katactpodu, M1 MOXEMO N MIgHATW Hawi cepus y
MONMTBI 40 BcemoryTHboro bora i npocuTy 3a MPOoA0BXKEHHS
Vloro Gnarogati Ta MUOCTI KOMW 3raflyeMo TUX, fKi
noTepninmM HeBMMOBHY Oinb Ta BTpaTy.

Y Lo CyMHY piHHUMLIO, HamnepLle Xo4eMo 3rajatu
©arato HeBMHHKX YOMOBIKIB, XXIHOK Ta AiTel, sKi 3aruHynm
y Ui KaTacTpodi I MM MOIMMOCH 3@ YMOKOW IXHIX AYyLU.
OcobnrBO MU 3ragyeMo X0pobpux Ta CaMOBIAAHUX
NOXKEXHWKIB, A Micns BUOYXy racunmv nonym’s Ta Oyoysanm
I Knanu capkodar Ha 3pyMHOBAHUM pPeakTop, 3Halo4u |
CMINMBO MAYYM Ha BENVIKY Hebe3neky i Ha MOXINBY CMEepTb.
Came npo umx nofden XpmCToc KpaCHOMOBHO FOBOPUTb
KON nponosinyBas: “HixTo GiribLLoi 11060BI HE MAE HaA
Ty, K XTO CBOIO Ayiuy Moknas bu 3a Apy3iB cBoix” (IH.
15:13) Mu monumocs, wob Bor gapyBas iM BIYHWIA CMOKIN
y MICTi BiYHOrO CBiTna, Ae Hemae Hi 6oni, Hi CMyTKY, Hi
3iTXaHHS.

Mu TakoX 3raflyéeMo Ta MOAMMOCS 3a TWUX, YUE
3[0,0pOB’t 6E3MOBOPOTHO MOLLIKOAMIOCS 3aBAAKM pafiauii,
WO BUMLIAA Y LeW OeHb, | 33 TUX AKi 3axXBOPIN |
NPOJOBXKYIOTh XKUTW 3 XBOPODOIO 10 CbOrOAHILLHBOrO AHS,
i 3@ IXHi CiM'T, | 33 TUX, YME XNTTS OYNO CKopoYeHe nepep-
4acHolo cMmepTio. MK 0cobnMBO 3raflyeMo AiTen, KoTpi
HapoaMnucs nicnsa KatacTpodu, fki CbOrOAHI My4aTbCs
Oynyun i3MYHO Ta NCUXIYHO XBOPMMU Kalikamn yepes
YopHobWb. Mu Takox 3ragyemMo i MonMMocs 3a barato
TMCAY Nofen, aki Oynu 3MyleHi Yepes WKIOANNBY
pagiaLiviHy XMapy 3aauLaTi CBOT AOMIBKM BTpavatoyn 3a
cobolo HazaBXAuW Bce, WO Oyno Ang HWX 3HANOMUM |
mobumMnM: cena, xaTu, Mons i KOArocnu, Ae BOHW i




MOKONIHHA Nepes, HAMW HaPOAMIUCA, XMW, NPaLoBanu i
BMUpanu. Xan bor aapye BGM xTo cTpaxaae Moro mup,
Hagjlo Ta yTixy.

A 0cobnMBO, M 3raflyeMo i MOMIMMOCS 3a HalLlly
yniobneHy GaTbKiBLLMHY YKpaiHy: OaraTy, Wupy Ta pscHy,
ane 4acTo 3HexTyBaHy, norpaboBaHy Ta cCranoXeHy
CTONITTAMW TUMU, XTO Ha, Helo BOMOZE.

Mw 4TaeMO y MoHaTKOBKX paakax Ceatoro MNmncbma
y KHu3i byTTq, Wwo nicns crBopeHHs Agama Ta €Bu, bor
Oteup 6GMArocyIoBMB ix i JOPYYMB M 3eMito i BCe, WO BiH
CTBOPWB Ha Hivt: “[17104iTbCs | PO3MHOXYMITECS, | HArNOBHIOUTE
3EMITI0, OBOSIOAIMTE HEIO ... | HaZA KOXHVIM 171a3YI04MM KUBAM
Ha 3emi” (ByT. 1:28) “I nobaums bor yce, 140 BY1HMB. | OTO,
- BesibMu j06pe BoHo!” (ByT. 1:31)

Sk HavBMLLEe boxe TBOPIHHSI, CTBOpeHe 3a 0bpazom
Ta nopoboto Moro, nioavHi 6yno gaHo BenvKWiA Npusinen,
OyT1 rocnofapem boxoro TBOpiHHA, LOpyHeHO HVM Bennky
BiONOBiOanbHICTL A6aTW, obepiraTi Ta JornsaaTh 3eMIlio i
BCe, LLO bor BBaxae “Besibmiu JOOPyM” Ha BC MOKOSIHHSI.
Ane Ha >anb, M1 3HAEMO, LLO Yepes rpix, IOACTBO 3HOBY |
3HOBY Mif, 4Yac BCi€i icTopii HexTyBano 06OB'sA3KOM
BIZMOBIAANBHOrO rocnoAaps i 3M0BXMBano LM MPUBINeeEM
3apagu npectuxy, NpubyTKy Ta 0COBMUCTOI BUrOAM, HYacTo
OCKBEPHIOKOHM Ta PyMHYI04M Boxe TBOPIHHSA Y LibOMY NpoLed.

| Tak ctanoca y YopHobwuni. Linui cBiT cborogHi
3HaE, LLIO0 aTOMHY KaTacTpody y HopHobuni, 3rigHo gocniais
pynn AToMHoI besnekiu, MoxxHa Oyno 3anobirmii i NprHMHOI
cTana “.. HeflocTaya KynbTypu Oe3neku, He TinbkK Ha
“HopHOOWUNbCbKIM CTaHLji, ane y uifilomy PagsHcekomMy Coto3i
B CTPYKTYPI, YNPaBIiHHI Ta KEPYBasbHMX OpraHi3aLysx..” Baarani,
Lie Oyno MoparbHe OaHKPYTCTBO Ta HemloasHa KOMYHICTUYHA
ineonoria PagsiHcbkoro Coto3y, i TMX, XTo Oynu i pabamu,
CUCTEM, LLIO NOCTaHOBMNA M'ATUPIMHIA MNaH Nepen, IoAbMM,
Lie € CMPaBXHS NPUYMHA aTOMHOI KaTtacTpodu y HopHobumi,

Ha BincTaHi 4eTBEPTUHM CTOMITTA M MOXEMO 0auunTL,
He3BaX<aloyM Ha He3MYeHHI CMepTi Ta PYIHU CIPUYMHEHI
YopHobunem, i 4obpy YacTMHY Hachiokie. 3 ogHoro Ooky,
YopHobunbcbka katacTpoda BUSBMUIACh, CBOTO POAY,
NoxopoHoM PagsHcekoro Colo3y. Bubyx noTpsc He TinbKu
aTOMHY eneKTPOCTaHLjto, ane i ocHoBy 0e300KHOT c1cTemMm
ska i1 nobynysana. CBiT nobayme, HYoro He Ga4me [0 TOro,
LLIO 3 MOBHMM JTyKaBCTBOM Ta HePCTBOIO HEMOBArolo CTaBMIOCh
PaAAHCbKE KEPIBHULITBO A0 CBOIX rPOMaAsH. TOMY | He AMBHO,

LLIO 3a AeKirnbKa pokiB micns YopHobuns Lina PaasHcbka IMnepist
po3nanacs.

3 apyroro 6oky, 3a Ti poku Harato nofen, - YkpaiHuj,
a TakoX He YKpaiHLj, pa3oM 3 opraHi3aLigmMu 3 pisHMX KpaiH
CBITY €0HANUCA y CBOIX 3yCUnnax AOMOMOITA XepTBam
YopHOBUMA XTO HIM MOXKE, 0COBNNBO HEBUHHIM AjTsM. Lie
Ti Nloan, SKi KMBYTb peanbHICTIO Ae MU BC (hOPMYEMO OfHE
Tino XpucroBe, sk kKaxke cB. MaBno: “/ ko tepnuts oqmH
YsieH, TeprIATb 3 HUM ydl drieru..” (1Kop. 12:26) Mu 3raoyemo
i MOMMMOCS 3@ HUMX TakoX, LL06 Bor Haropoams X 3a ixHi
000pi cepus Ta cnpasw.

Ha 3aBeplueHHs, y CyMHY 25 piHHMLIO aTOMHOI
kaTacTpotdu y YopHobuni, nomonmmoca o MpecssaToi
Boropoamui, nig NOKPOBOM fKOI 3HaXOAMTbCA YKpalHCbKa
3emns. Xar BoHa NpuropHe Hac nig ceivt OModop i vepes 1i
CUNbHI MOMIUTBM, Xal Ti, WO 3arVHynn 3HandyTb Bi4HE
YMOKOEHHS, a Ti, XTO CTpaxAaloTb 3HaWadyTb OYXOBHE Ta
di3nYHe 3LineHHs, | Hexar 3eMns YKpaiHW BiGHOBUTHCS |
Oyne GrnarocioBeHHo0.
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Pastoral Message from the Ukrainian Orthodox and the Ukrainian

Catholic Hierarchs of United States of America and Canada
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Twenty-five years ago, in the early morning hours
of Saturday, April 26, 1986, the residents of Prypiat, a
large town and administrative centre located on the river
of the same name, one of the many tributaries along the
upper reaches of the mighty Dnipro north of the Ukrainian
capital, Kyiv, were awakened from their sleep by an event
that would change their lives forever. This event was of
such immense proportions, that its devastating effects
spread far beyond the limits of the city and even of
Ukraine itself, and indeed, they are still being felt today.

At precisely 1:23 am local time a huge explosion
rocked Reactor No. 4 of the nearby Chornobyl Nuclear
Power Station, splitting its walls and sending a toxic plume
of radioactive fallout, 400 times greater than that emitted
by the atomic bomb in Hiroshima, high into the night sky.
Although the Soviet authorities initially attempted to
minimize the magnitude of the nuclear accident and even
deny its occurrence, the immense scale of the disaster
became quickly evident to the entire world as the toxic
cloud passed from Ukraine into Russia, Belarus and
eventually into Scandinavia and Western Europe.

The economic, environmental and human costs of
the nuclear accident in Chornobyl that night have been
truly staggering. Many people living in the immediate
vicinity of the power plant were killed outright in the
aftermath of the explosion. Many more suffered agonizing
deaths due to radiation sickness. Others were sickened
with cancers and other illnesses directly linked to excessive
exposure to radiation. Children proved especially vulnerable.
It is estimated that in the 25 years since the catastrophe,
over 4,000 children in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia have
become ill with thyroid cancer. Their numbers are still
growing.

The explosion and ensuing radioactive conta-
mination also forced the evacuation and eventual
resettlement of 350,000 people living in Chornobyl and in
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25" Anniversary of Chornobyl Tragedy

90 separate communities in the surrounding area. The
Chornobyl Exclusion Zone — an area almost 40 miles in
diameter surrounding the crippled power plant — is off
limits to human habitation and will remain so for generations
to come because of radioactive toxins that have poisoned
the once rich and productive soil.

A quarter century on, the catastrophe in
Chornobyl remains the largest and most devastating nuclear
accident in history and has rightly been described as the
technological disaster of the 20™ century.

Recalling and reflecting upon these sobering and
saddening facts on the 25" anniversary of the Chornobyl
catastrophe, we can only lift up our hearts in prayer to
the Almighty God and beg for His continued mercy and
compassion as we remember those who suffered
indescribable pain and loss.

We recall firstly, on this solemn anniversary, the
many innocent men, women and children who perished in
this tragedy and we pray for the repose of their souls.
We remember in particular the brave and selfless
firefighters, who, in the hours and days following the
explosion, knowingly and willingly exposed themselves to
mortal danger and almost certain death in order to
extinguish the flames and construct and place the
sarcophagus on the smouldering ruins of the reactor. Of
such men Christ speaks eloquently when He declares:
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down
one’s life for his friends.” (Jn. 15:13) We pray that God
grant them eternal rest in a place of everlasting light
where there is no pain, sorrow or mourning.

We also remember and pray for those whose
health was irrevocably damaged by the radiation that
was released that day, those who were taken ill and are
living with sickness to this day, and for their families, and
for those whose lives were cut short by premature death.
We especially remember the children, most of whom
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who were born after the catastrophe itself, who suffer
physical and psychological disabilities today because of
Chornobyl. We also remember and pray for the many
thousands of people who were forced, by the noxious
cloud of radiation, to flee their homes and leave behind
forever, everything that was familiar and loved by them:
the villages, houses, fields and farms where they and
generations before them were born, lived, laboured and
died. May God grant all who suffer His peace, hope and
consolation.

And, in a special way, we also remember and
pray for our beloved homeland of Ukraine: so rich,
generous and abundant, yet so often neglected, plundered,
and abused over the centuries by the men who ruled
over her.

We read in the opening verses of Holy Scripture
in the Book of Genesis that, after creating Adam and
Eve, God the Father blessed them and entrusted the
earth and everything that He had created on it to them
and their posterity saying: “Be fruitful and multiply; fill
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion... over every
living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen. 1:28) “Then
God saw everything He had made, and indeed it was very
good.” (Gen. 1:31)

As the summit of God’s creation, made in His
image and likeness, mankind was thus given the great
privilege of being stewards of God’s creation, entrusted
by Him with the awesome responsibility of caring for,
preserving and nurturing the earth and all that God had
deemed ‘very good’ for all generations. Sadly however,
we know that through his sinfulness, mankind time and
time again throughout history has neglected the sacred
duty of responsible stewardship over the earth and has
abused his privileged position in exchange for prestige,
profit and personal gain, often desecrating and destroying
God’s creation in the process.

And so it was in Chornobyl. The world now
knows that the nuclear accident in Chornobyl, according
to the findings of the Nuclear Safety Advisory Group,
was entirely avoidable and can be attributed to “..a
deficient safety culture, not only at the Chornobyl plant,
but throughout the Soviet design, operating and regulatory
organizations..” It was the morally bankrupt and
dehumanizing Communist idealogy of the Soviet Union,

and those that were unfortunate slaves to it, the system
that placed the fulfillment of 5-year plans before the
good of the people, that are the true causes of the
nuclear catastrophe in Chornobyl.

From the distance of a quarter century we can
see, despite the incalculable death and destruction caused
by Chornobyl, that some good has come from it as well.
For one, the catastrophe in Chornobyl proved to be, in
some ways, the death knell of the Soviet Union. The
explosion shook not only the nuclear power station, but
the foundation of the godless system that built it as well.
The world came to realize, perhaps as never before, with
what utter duplicity and callous disregard the Soviet
leadership treated its citizens. It is no surprise that within
a few years of Chornobyl the entire Soviet Empire had
collapsed in ruins.

In addition, over the years many people, Ukrainians
and non-Ukrainians alike, as well as organizations from
nations the world over have been united in their efforts
to aid the victims of Chornobyl in whatever way they
can, especially the innocent children. They are people
who live the reality that we all form one Body of Christ,
and that, as St. Paul says: “/f one member suffers, all the
members suffer with him..” (1Cor. 12:26) We remember
and pray for them as well, that God reward them for
their good hearts and kind deeds.

In conclusion, on the solemn 25" anniversary of
the nuclear catastrophe in Chornobyl, let us invoke the
loving protection of the most holy Theotokos, Queen of
Ukraine. May she shelter us with her Omophor and,
through Her powerful intercession, may those who perished
find eternal repose, may those who suffer find spiritual
and physical healing, and may the land of Ukraine be
renewed and blessed.

Given April, 2011.
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